FLORIDA COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS

Sunday, November 2, 2003

Overview

The Florida Council of Presidents was created by Florida Forensic League, Inc. to allow the various directors of Florida leagues and districts to discuss problems that affect all forensics programs throughout the state.  Whenever possible, this group will attempt to find nonbinding solutions to these problems.
The first meeting of the Florida Council of Presidents was held on Sunday, November 2, 2003 at 2:45 pm on the campus of the University of Florida in conjunction with the Florida Blue Key tournament.

Present:  Rob Carraway (FFL), Beth Goldman (FFL), Wayne London (FFL), Dean Rhoads (North Florida CFL), Mary Schick (South Florida CFL), Jim Wakefield (Manatee NFL), Jason Wysong (FFL)

Action

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the need for higher quality judge training in Florida.  After much discussion on the issue, the group agreed to try to achieve the following goals by the start of the 2004 – 2005 competition year:

1.  Establish a statewide system for the electronic submission and publication of judge paradigms for Policy Debate and Lincoln-Douglas Debate.  The paradigm system may be run through the FFL website and individual leagues could consider requiring their judges to post their judging preferences there.

2.  Create a unified judge training handbook, covering all events, to include the major differences in rules and standards used by the various leagues.  The following individuals volunteered to author sections:

     Team Debate:  Jim Wakefield & Rob Carraway

     Lincoln Douglas Debate:  Dean Rhoads

     Student Congress:  Jason Wysong

     Extemporaneous Speaking (covering Mixed, Foreign, & Domestic):  Wayne London 

     Duo Interpretation:  Mary Schick

     Original Oratory & Declamation:  Beth Goldman

     Oral Interpretation:  Darcy Butrimas (“volunteered” by Dean and Jason)

     Dramatic Performance (covering HI & DI):  Leo Williams (“volunteered” by Mary and Beth)

     Public Forum:  To Be Determined

Follow-Up/Future Meetings

1.  The group agreed to meet on Thursday evening, March 4, 2004 in Orlando in conjunction with the FFL State Tournament.  Each volunteer will bring copies of the rough draft of his/her section of the judge manual.  Jason will also update the group on the feasibility of online judge paradigms.

2.  The group also agreed to go “on retreat” in Naples on the weekend of Friday, May 14 to Sunday, May 16.  Wayne London volunteered to look for affordable lodging options.  The purpose of the retreat will be to create a final draft of the judging manual and to discuss the 2004 – 2005 competition calendar.  

