FLORIDA COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS

Friday, May 14 & Saturday, May 15, 2004

Overview

The members of the Florida Council of Presidents and other invited guests went on retreat on Friday, May 14 and Saturday, May 15, 2004 for the purpose of editing and finalizing the unified judge training manual that the group agreed to create at its previous meetings.

The retreat was held at the Hampton Inn Naples North on Friday evening and all day Saturday.  Wayne London (FFL Gulf Coast Director) hosted the retreat.  

Members Present:  Darcy Butrimas (NFL), Beth Goldman (FFL), Paul Gaba (for Trish Zenczak, CFL), Rick Herder (for Sr. Plumb, CFL), Wayne London (FFL), Dean Rhoads (CFL), Mary Schick (CFL/FFL), Jason Wysong (FFL)

Action

1.  The committee began on Friday evening at 6:00 pm by discussing the 2004 – 2005 tournament calendar, including dates for FFL tournaments and major invitational tournaments.  This was an informational discussion only; no action was taken.
2.  The committee went through the draft of the uniform judge manual page by page, making both substantive and grammatical corrections.  This process consumed most of Friday evening (6:30 – 9:00 pm, at which point the evening recess was taken), all of Saturday morning (8:00 am – Noon, at which the point a lunch recess was taken until 1:30 pm), and most of Saturday afternoon (1:30 – 4:45 pm).  Upon completion of the manual, the committee agreed that another rough draft version would be edited and compiled over the summer, distributed in August for final revisions, and then published be early September.  All leagues and tournaments will be provided with an electronic copy of the manual to disseminate to participating schools.  
3.  The committee briefly discussed the use of judge philosophies in debate events and the online submission system used at the Florida Forensic League State Championship tournament.  The consensus of the committee was that the system worked well and, if continued by FFL, could be used by other leagues and tournaments for their debate judges.
Future Meetings

Tentatively, the next meeting of the committee will be at the Florida Blue Key tournament in Gainesville in November, 2004.
